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Introduction 
Social events during educational gatherings such as hackathons or summer schools serve as 
invaluable opportunities for participants to network, exchange ideas, and foster lasting 
connections. For students, these events provide a chance to step away from the academic or 
technical rigor of the main event, allowing them to build camaraderie and form professional 
networks in a more relaxed environment. For researchers and industry experts, they offer an 
informal setting to interact with emerging talent, share insights, and collaborate on innovative 
ideas. This mix of casual and professional interactions can lead to stronger partnerships, future 
collaborations, and a more inclusive, cohesive event atmosphere. 
 
Here’s a list of potential social events to consider: 
 

1. Networking Dinner or Welcome Reception 
• Description: A formal or semi-formal dinner event that serves as an icebreaker. 

Participants can introduce themselves and get to know their peers and mentors. 
• Benefits: Sets the tone for the event, providing participants a chance to connect 

with industry professionals and researchers in a relaxed, welcoming environment. 
2. Team-Building Activities 

• Description: Organize fun team-based activities like problem-solving challenges, 
escape rooms, or collaborative games. These can be tech-related or unrelated to 
the main theme of the event. 

• Benefits: Encourages collaboration and fosters communication skills among 
students, allowing them to bond with potential teammates or future colleagues. 

3. Game Night 
• Description: Host a game night featuring board games, card games, or multiplayer 

video games. Keep it casual, with participants free to mingle between games. 
• Benefits: Promotes friendly competition and gives participants a chance to relax 

and unwind. Great for boosting team spirit and creativity. 
4. Fireside Chats with Industry Leaders 

• Description: Invite a few industry leaders or renowned researchers for an informal 
Q&A or storytelling session. Attendees can ask questions or listen to personal 
experiences. 

• Benefits: Provides a platform for industry experts to share their career journeys 
and lessons, giving students insight into real-world challenges and opportunities in 
their field. 

5. Hackathon Pitches or Demo Night 
• Description: Allow students to showcase their hackathon projects or ideas during 

a casual evening event where peers, researchers, and industry representatives 
can interact and provide feedback. 

• Benefits: Encourages students to refine their presentation skills, receive feedback 
from experts, and spark collaboration opportunities. 

6. Outdoor Adventure or Excursion 
• Description: Plan a short hiking trip, nature walk, or visit to a local landmark, giving 

participants a break from the intensity of the academic environment. 
• Benefits: Encourages participants to connect on a more personal level, fostering 

friendships and allowing for informal discussions in a refreshing setting. 
7. Coding Jam Session 

• Description: Set up an informal coding session where participants can hack 
together on fun side projects or quick challenges, without the pressure of 
competition. 
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• Benefits: Encourages creativity and innovation, and helps students learn from 
each other in a fun, low-pressure environment. 

8. Cultural Night 
• Description: Celebrate the diverse backgrounds of participants by organizing a 

cultural evening where students can share food, music, and traditions from their 
home countries. 

• Benefits: Enhances cultural understanding, creates a more inclusive atmosphere, 
and celebrates diversity within the group. 

9. Movie Night or Documentary Screening 
• Description: Host a screening of a popular movie or documentary, preferably one 

related to the theme of the event (e.g., tech documentaries or science-fiction 
films). 

• Benefits: Offers a relaxed, communal activity that sparks discussion and 
reflection, while providing a mental break from technical work. 

10. Lightning Talks or PechaKucha 
• Description: Organize a series of short, informal presentations where students, 

researchers, and industry experts can share their interests, projects, or research 
in a quick, engaging format. 

• Benefits: Allows participants to present ideas in a fun, succinct way while 
encouraging knowledge sharing and cross-disciplinary engagement. 

11. Mentorship Café 
• Description: Create a café-style event where students rotate between tables to 

chat with different mentors, researchers, or professionals over coffee or tea. 
• Benefits: Facilitates personal interaction between students and experts, helping 

them gain career advice, technical guidance, or insight into the industry in an 
informal setting. 

12. Yoga or Meditation Session 
• Description: Offer a short yoga, meditation, or mindfulness session to help 

participants relax and recharge during or after intense work periods. 
• Benefits: Helps reduce stress and boosts mental well-being, creating a balanced 

and healthy atmosphere during the event. 
13. Farewell Party or Award Ceremony 

• Description: Conclude the event with a celebratory dinner or party, combined with 
an award ceremony if relevant (e.g., hackathon prizes). 

• Benefits: Provides a memorable closing to the event, allowing participants to 
celebrate achievements and reflect on what they’ve learned while solidifying 
relationships. 

By incorporating these social events into your educational gathering, you’ll not only enhance the 
experience for students but also create valuable networking opportunities and foster a 
community of learning and collaboration among all participants. 
 
This guideline is a living document and will be updated from time to time. If you have corrections, 
additions or ideas please let me know. 
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